“Then he showed four lights when he wished 
them to set full sail and follow in his wake.” 


From ‘‘ First Veyage ’Reund the World by Magellan.” 


VOL. VI, No. 1 


ULTIMATUM 


By Peggy Pond Church 


Now the frontiers are all closed. 

There is no other country we can run away to; 
There is no ocean we can cross over. 

At last we must turn and live with one another. 


We cannot escape this any longer. 

We cannot continue to choose between good and evil, 
The good for ourselves, the evil for our neighbor. 

We must all bear the equal burden. 


At last we who have been running away must turn and face it; 
There is no room left for hate in the world we must live in. 
Now we must learn love. We can no longer escape it. 

We can no longer escape from one another. 


Love is no longer a theme for eloquence, 

Or a way of life for a few to choose whose hearts can decide it. 
It is the sternest necessity; the unequivocal ultimatum. 

There is no way out. There is no country we can flee to; 
There is no man on earth who must not face this task now. 

— Courtesy of the Survey Graphic. 


AN INTER-AMERICAN CONGRESS OF WOMEN 


- The idea of a Congress was incubated at Haverford 
a year ago when we bought it up tentatively at the Inter- 
American conference held during the WIL Annual 
Meeting. After much correspondence and many per- 
sonal interviews, and with the persistent interest and 
support of our national officers, an Inter-American Con- 
gress of Women to meet toward the end of this year, 
at some point in the Caribbean area, was finally decided 
upon at another inter-American meeting held in Wash- 
ington on February 2 and 3. Even at the height of the 
influenza season, there were present 13 Latin American 
women from 12 countries, with 4 from the WIL. We 
adopted a program calling for united action for peace 
in this atomic age, and for a discussion, from a New 
World viewpoint, of such international questions as 
the promotion of democracy in our respective countries, 
the recognition of the rights of man, immigration, and 
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whatever inter-American policy may be under consid- 
eration at the time the Congress meets. An organ- 
izing committee representing 9 countries was set up and 
has met several times to carry on preparatory work, 
the undersigned being General Secretary. Invitations 
to the Congress were sent out April 15 to all women’s 
associations of the Americas, including Canada. 


A lively interest is being shown in some quarters, 
and in various Latin American countries key women are 
already at work to see that women’s associations there 
are adequately represented. Now the crucial question 
is, can we raise the money? We are now starting in 
earnest to seek the estimated sum — $11,000 — from 
foundations or business firms interested in Latin 
America, principally those in New York. 

— Heloise Brainerd. 
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FROM RECENT LETTERS 


Czechoslovakia: “ ... My friends, if you want to 
help us, it must be right soon. The help of UNRRA is 
no doubt very good, but not for us older people who 
can no longer work as the Republic needs, in the fac- 
eories and in the fields. We can only care for our house- 
holds still and do cultural work, but that is not counted 
as work, and according to that the allotment of means 
of subsistence is regulated. The housewives are receiv- 
ing for a year only 10 kilograms of meat (22 lbs.), one 
of lard, 1.80 of butter, and three of margarine. No coffee, 
no rice, no cocoa or tea, and only one-sixth liter of 
skimmed milk a day. I do not complain, I know that 
my country is not in a position to give more, that it 
needs only work and again work, but what is to become 
of us who also want to live and who certainly do not 
‘keep their hands in their laps? ... ” 


Hungary: “I sit here alone weeping. For months 
I was like a stone, unable to shed a tear. Now I can 
only weep. It is the second year now that and 
were deported. There is no trace of them. As 
soon as I feel a little stronger I shall look around and 
try to find our friends, try to find Mrs. ’s children. 
But to go across the Danube to Buda is a huge under- 
taking for me today, I am in such a weakened condition, 
having lost 21 kilos. (46 lbs.).... 


“I came out of the ghetto a year ago on January 18. 
I found horrible conditions: the city was dead. No 
street-cars, no cars, no horses, no light, no water, Every- 
where snow, mud, human and animal cadavers. Moun- 
tains of rubble everywhere. The apartments are still 
largely in this condition. My windows are of paper 


“Last year when I was critically ill for two weeks 
with typhoid, I had no windows at all until someone 
finally nailed cardboard over them. During these two 
weeks, every second day I had to bring water to my 
room from across the street. I had no doctor or medi- 
cine. Today there are both, but as far as I am concerned 
it is as if there were none for I could not pay for 
them... . 


“What more shall I write? I am so ashamed: I 
have no dress, no shoes, no stockings, no underwear. 
I was robbed of everything. Our house was damaged 
by bombs. Our bank deposits and papers were seized. 
Everything is horribly expensive, only to be expressed 
in astronomical figures. One egg costs 40,000 pengos, 
1 pound of goose 240,000.... ” 


The writer of the above is one of the few surviving 
leaders of a half century’s work in progressive causes. 


France: “I have received your nice and precious 
box and I thank you all very much, from myself and also 
from all children and young mothers to whom I dis- 
tributed some of the food and garments. All is useful, 
so many things we are missing! Chiefly colonial prod- 
ucts are much appreciated: coffee, chocolate, tea, sugar, 
sweets. .. . We have no fruit, and even no potatoes this 
year, so rice is excellent .. . even milk, cheese and veg- 
etable butter are scarce and yours are much appreciated. 
... As to clothes, it is just as if we had nothing, so 
expensive they are, without any proportion to our earn- 
ings. Most people make eternal “arrangements” with 
old things dating back to 1940. ... We are trying to 
re-collect our French Section of the WIL. It is very 
difficult. . . . But of course there must not be any other 
war if our humanity wants to go on... .” 


FOOD PACKING | 


There are uncounted individuals in the WIL, of course, 
who have been sending parcels to Europe this winter. In addi- 
tion, some local branches have made packing boxes a definite 
group project. We have gathered reports from those we knew 
about; probably there have been others. While WIL is not 
a relief organization, in need such as this especially among our 
own members, there can be no other response. 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: 

The Los Angeles Branch of WIL has chosen as 
recipients of food packages a WIL member in Budapest, 
Hungary, and a German woman residing in Oxtord, 
England. To these friends we are mailing a minimum 
of eight boxes a month. 

The response to the project in both food and money 
has been so enthusiastic and generous that we expect 
to increase the number of packages as soon as commun- 
ications with our friends assures us that our contri- 
butions are meeting their needs. 

PALO ALTO: 

We are asking in our monthly notices for a food 
package from each member. Our local Aid to Finland 
Committee calls for the gifts, packs them with their 
own and sends them. We are paying the postage with 
a “basket collection.” We sent one clothing collection 
through them also, 

SAN FRANCISCO: 

Immediately on reading FOUR LIGHTS last fall 
on feeding Europe, our branch began to send food pack- 
ages abroad. We have sent two to Denmark, three to 
Italy, also eleven pounds of clothing to Denmark. Col- 
lections are taken at our monthly meetings for this pur- 
pose 
PASADENA: 

A letter was sent to all members, stating the need 
and listing the food most desired. Contributions of 
food and money were asked for. To date $70.00 and a 
considerable quantity of food have been received. At 
the suggestion of a French member of the WIL who 
has been in Southern California during the war, we decid- 
ed to send a weekly box to Mme. Andree Jouve. We 
expect to continue doing this as long as Mme. Jouve 
finds it possible to distribute the contents without its 
being a burden to her. ; 

A group of CPS men and of young Quakers who 
are packing boxes weekly are kindly packing and mailing 
for us. This help we greatly appreciate. 

It may interest you to know that a postal employee 
told one of our members that about one half of all par- 
cel post packages handled at this postoffice at present 
go to Europe. Perhaps this explains some of the in- 
creased expenditure for food in this country. I should 
like to think that Europeans, not we, are eating it. 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND: 

Since January our Baltimore Branch has sent 
monthly packages as follows: Mme. Zeuthen, Denmark, 
four packages; Mme. Cederfeld, Denmark, four pack- 
ages; Miss Mohr, Norway, three or four packages (these 


are all WIL leaders). Packages will be sent again in © 


May. 
MICHIGAN: 

In Detroit a WIL committee approached the A & 
P with the proposal that boxes be placed in all of their 
retail establishments into which cans of food might be 
deposited by patrons. This was presented to their 
executive board and approved. The Goodwill Industries 
agreed to collect and pack the foods and the American 
Friends Service to take care of shipping and distribu- 
tion. 

Leaflets, “Suffering” and “If You Care - Share” 
were prepared for distribution and the A&P promised 
to provide the necessary signs, etc. All that remained 
was to get an OK from the Food Industries Organiza- 
tion which seemed very likely. 

Just at that moment the President made his pro- 
nouncement concerning the allocation of food to Europe. 
Immediately the Food Industries changed their attitude. 
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They claimed a danger of scarcity of food, that their 
sheives would be emptied, and refused to have anything 
more to do with our plan. Three of us went to the mayor 
noping he would use his influence w:th Food Industries, 
put without success. 

At about the same time some foods were subsidized 
and had to be packed separately for shipping. This 
meant that crates of thousands of cans already packed 
by the Goodwill Industry had to be opened, resorted, 
and repacked, and that organization found itself absol- 
utely swamped with more than it could possibly do. 

Detroit had to abandon what had promised to be a 
really worthwhile effort. Our contributions, therefore, 
have been made individually through our churches and 
the American Friends Service Committee. 

Birmingham was more successful. Two members 
easily organized “Share the Food Clubs” The matter 
was presented to the City Council and received immed- 
iate favorable response. The mayor gave full cooper- 
ation, newspaper publicity was excellent, the schools 
put on programs and one day was proclaimed School 
Can Collection Day. On that one day in this small 
town and environs the children brought several thousand 
cans of food. , 

In Traverse City cans were placed in various spots 
for collecting money which was sent to pay for shipping, 
or buying food wholesale. 

In Dryden and Almont a five-week “If You Care - 
Share” campaign was initiated by two people. It netted 
386 cans from five stores and received excellent publicity 
in the local press. 

In Northville, a small town, WIL membership 
supported and developed three drives for canned goods, 
resulting so far in about 1900 cans, also a collection of 
clothing which netted about 1300 pounds. 

Ann Arbor members set up a committee which 
worked on school collections of food, gathering some 
5000 cans. 

We are certain of one thing, that the public is muca 
more aware of the need for feeding through WIL efforts. 


“ MONTGOMERY CO., PENNSYLVANIA: 


The Main Line Branch decided to combine its month- 
ly business meetings with the packing of boxes to be 
mailed to our Dutch members. After some correspon- 
dence between Holland and our Chairman, we sent our 
boxes directly to Miss J. Repelaer van Driel, head of the 
Netherlands section, since she undertook to distribute 
the contents. A letter just received from her says “Many, 
many thanks for the welcome articles. ... So many 
of your co-workers have been sending us bundles and I 
am so happy to have been able to help several of our 
members who have suffered heavily during the years of 
occupation. Our country is very slowly recovering... . 
but consumption, which was unknown with us before 
1940, now is found everywhere. It is sad and discour- 
aging, but all the more your sympathy helps us not to 
loose faith in world’s good will.” 

At the first meeting, with an attendance of twelve 
people, we filled six boxes. All the packages to date 
have been received. The last one contained office sup- 
plies, filling cards, paper, etc., to help the Section start 
its records again. 

PHILADELPHIA: 

From the 5th of January to the 6th of April 260 
boxes, roughly 2600 pounds of food, have been sent to six- 
teen countries: Belgium, Czechoslovakia, England, Fin- 
land, France, Holland, Hungary, Italy, Jugoslavia, Nor- 
way, Poland, Greece, Scotland, Denmark, Austria and 
Japan. Sixteen women and three men have helped in 
what sounds like a simple job but involves an unbeliev- 
able number of details: answering mail; banking; book- 
keeping; buying and delivering food, boxes, and tins 
for powdered milk and eggs; taping boxes; packing in 
the food so tight there’s no rattle—yet not a split ounce 

(Continued on page 4) 


A New Political Party 


The birth of a new American political party was 
heralded in April by the organization in Chicago of the 
National Educational Committee for a New Party, 
headed by A. Philip Randolph, president of the Brother- 
hood of Sleeping Car Porters (AFL), and including 
more than 40 prominent progressives from a wide cross- | 
section of labor, farm, co-op, religious, minority, youth, 
veteran and political organizations. 

The committee is now being enlarged and will meet 
again in Detroit on May 4 to map activities for the 
balance of the year, hire a staff and edit the first draft 
of a statement of principles, which was proposed by a 
sub-committee of the Chicago conference and ratified 
by the delegates as a basis for further discussion. 

The three principal points call for public ownership 
and democratic control of monopolies, free public enter- 
prise for family farm operators and small businessmen, 
and transformation of the UN into a genuine world 
government, with international control and ownership 
of atomic energy, relinquishment by all nations of na- 
tional sovereignty in areas affecting world peace, and 
the development of progressive political forces in the 
U. S. in order to implement a constructive foreign policy. 
The statement of principles also advocated progressi 
disarmament, opposition to every type of militarisn 
and opposition to peacetime conscription. 

_The conference stressed the fact that the success 
of international cooperation depends on the nature of 
the governments and domestic economies of the mem- 
ber nations, and that what happens in American do- 
mestic politics will inevitably shape the nation’s role 
in international affairs, 

It was attended by 125 persons from 16 states, 
representing more than a score of labor, farm, co-op, 
religious, minority, youth and veterans’ organizations, 
eight existing political parties and numerous independent 
progressives. It was the largest and most representative 
gathering of its kind since the LaFollette-Wheeler 
campaign of 1924. Another conference will be held in 
December, at which time an even mOre representative 
gathering is expected to adopt some sort of political 
manifesto and to begin active work in local areas for 
electoral action. 

The conference was called by Randolph; John 
Dewey, educator and philosopher; Samuel Wolchok, 
president of the United Retail, Wholesale and Depart- 
ment Store Employees (CIO); James Patton, president 
of the National Farmers’ Union; H. L. Mitchell, presi- 
dent of .he National Farm Labor Union; and Simeon a 
Martin, president of the Michigan Farmers’ Union. 7 

The meeting was also endorsed by such national ' 
leaders .Juis Fischer, author and lecturer; Willard 
Uphaus executive secretary of the National Religion 
and Labor Foundation; Charles Egley, chairman of the 
Minnesota Democratic-Farmer-Labor association; Ben 
Davidson, executive director of the New York Liberal 
party; Harry Fleischman, national secretary of the 
Socialist party; and a large number of top-ranking 
leaders in CIO, AFL, and independent unions. 

Interested progressives may participate in shaping 
the committee’s statement of principles, which will be 
under discussion until the December conference, by 
requesting a copy of the first draft from A. Philip Ran- 
dolph, 217 West 125th St., New York 27. A monthly 
printed bulletin will also be issued. 

— Charles Paddock. 
FOUR LIGHTS TRAVELS 

Besides receiving food parcels, a number of WIL members 
in other countries are learning of the activities of the United 
States Section through FOUR LIGHTS. There are now listed 
forty foreign subscriptions or exchanges, and considering the 
recent difficulties of communication, the range of countries is 
pretty wide. Here they are: Argentina, Australia, Canada, Den- 
mark, England, Holland, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Puerto 
Rico, South Africa, and Uruguay. A complete file of the paper 
has also been sent to the International Archives for the Women’s 
Movement in Amsterdam. a library of growing importance, 
whose collection was largely destroyed during the occupation. 
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C. A. R, E. 


You may remember an article we printed last January on 
the plan for a Cooperative for American Remittances to Europe. 
The organization has overcome great obstacles in getting started, 
since much of the food it intended to use had to be diverted to 
UNRRA. Now, however, stocks of food parcels are on their 
way to, and remittances are being accepted for, Norway, France, 
Netherlands, Czechoslovakia, Finland, Italy, and Poland, all of 
which have agreed to waive import duties. Other countries will 
be added as negotiations are completed. Lt. Gen. William N. 
Haskell is executive director. 


The boxes weigh thirty pounds, cost $15 each; the contents, 
dehydrated and concentrated, will provide a family of five with 
an extra 500 calories daily for two weeks. Application blanks 
for purchase of these boxes may be made through many banks, 
co-ops, relief organizations, etc. If you cannot find a suitable 
agency, write to FOUR LIGHTS. Parcels are to be sent to 
individuals in the several countries. You may furnish the name 
yourself, or you may ask WIL to supply a name, or you may 
send to C.A.R.E., 50 Broad St., New York 4, a contribution of 
any sum to be added to others and sent to names supplied by 
the agencies. Remember that this whole project is supplementary 
to UNRRA and official rations. 


1 
o ADDRESSES WANTED 


- We attach a list of members whose copies of FOUR 
-IGHTS have been returned to us because of removal without 
-orwarding address or some other cause. Our readers have been 
very helpful before in sending us information on other names, 
and we should be grateful for assistance in tracing these persons: 


Aller, Mrs. Rosalind Duncan, 2125 Marin Ave., Berkeley 7, Cal. 
Arkes, Mrs. Jules, 5008 Greenwood Ave., Chicago 15, IIL. 
Benson, Miss Ruth, 2417 Gwynns Falls Pkwy., Baltimore 17, Md. 
Boaz, Gladden, C.P.S. Camp, Waldport, Oregon. 
Bodner, Mrs. N., 109 Wegman Parkway, Jersey City 5, N. J. 
Bye (Beldring), Mrs. C. H., 242 Bronxville Rd., New York City. 
Chromow, Mrs. Bella, 1533 E. 35th St., Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 
Couper, Mrs. Virginia, 1697 ‘Laurel, St. Paul a4, Minn. 
Cummings, Ines Mary, 7904 N. Jersey, Portland 3, Ore. 
Current, Mrs. R. W., 1407 Hanover St., Baltimore 30, Md. 
Edgar, Mrs. Adrian, 5234 Waker, Lincoln 4, Nebr. 
Engdahl, Mrs. Wilfrid, 3247 Aldrich Av. N.E., Minneapolis, Minn, 
Fowler, Miss Coleen, Sheppard Pratt Hosp., Baltimore 4, Md. 
Godfrey, Miss Marilyn, 327 Central Pk. West, Apt. 9A, N. Y. 25. 
talsey, Miss Florence, Hiddenhurst, Coleman Station, N. Y. 
Holtzman, Pvt. Jean, A617-333-1798 SCU, ist WAC, Ft. Des 
Moines, Iowa. 
Jackson, Mrs. Helen W., 507 E. Daniel St., Champaign, Il. 
Johnson, Mrs. Ivan, 1802 Hartford, St. Paul 5, Minn. 
Johnson, Miss Polly Bell, 121 Clinton Ave., Newark 2, N. J. 
Kurnstadter, Mrs. Albert, 5114 Greenwood, Chicago 15, IIl. 
Ledbetter, Florence E., 1914 E. 8th St., Charlotte, N. C. 
Lenkowsky, Mrs. A., 166 Wegman Parkway, Jersey City 5, N. J. 
McLean, Mrs. Milton D., 1713 Lincoln St., St. Paul 5, Minn. 
Minnick, Mrs. A. M., Sherwood Hall, Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 
Morris, Mrs. Jane Rose, 614 James St., Syracuse 3, N. Y. 
November, Mrs. Jennie, 61 East 19th St., New York 3, N. Y. 
Packard, Mrs. W. E., 773 Cragmont Ave., Berkeley, Calif. 
Petrankova, Mrs. Vlasta K., 2514 Piedmont Ave., Berkeley 4, Cal. 
Ravage, Mrs. Jeanne, 130 Dryden Rd., Ithaca, N. Y. 
Rogge, Nell Lewis, 822 Belle Plaine Ave., Chicago 3, IIl. 
Roudabush, Lillie, 1327 Irving St. N.E., Washington 17, D.C. 
Spears, Miss Rosa, 515 N. 7th St., Richmond, Va. 
Stillinger, Mrs. Frank, 217 Holmes St., Boonton, N. J. 
Talbot, Miss Alice M., 14 Ellington St., Dorchester, Mass. 
Westwood, Mrs. Eliz. A., Arlington Ave., Highland Blvd., 
Berkeley 8, Calif. 
Widmer, Mrs. George, Benore Road, Toledo, Ohio. 
William, Mrs. Phyllis, 2678 Sacramento St., San F’cisco 15, Calif. 
Williams, Mrs. J. E., 2755 Ashley Rd., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Woodard, Mrs. Ruth B., 170 Tamalpais Rd., Berkeley 8, Calif. 
Zachary, Miss Kate, Box 424, Conroe, Texas. 
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NOTES 


Emily Greene Balch, Citizen of the World, an Appreciation, 
by John H. Randall, Jr. Mr. Randall is offering to the WIL a 
beautifully written biographical sketch of Miss Balch, including 
some telling quotations from her recent comments on a “plan- 
etary civilization”. The booklet contains a half-tone picture of 
Miss Balch. It will be sold for the benefit of the Luxembourg 
Congress Fund. Price 50 cents. Order from Mrs. Gerald Fox, 
1140 Fifth Avenue, New York 28. 

* 

“High Lights in WILPF History” is a stirring account of 
the dramatic incidents that have occurred in our thirty years of 
life. It will give to both old and new members the remarkable 
background of the WIL, illustrating it with vivid stories of cour- 
ageous women and their unprecedented action. The booklet 
is now ready, 16 pages on beautiful paper with a pastel pink 
cover, quite our most attractive offering. Ten cents each, 


$8 per hundred. 
* * 


“Under Terror and Occupaticn”, the story of our Euro- 
pean groups who not only kept alive as groups, but managed to 
function in spite of the Gestapo, is the newest chapter in the 
brave WIL history. Every member should read it and see what 
caliber of women these are who will meet at the International 
Congress at Luxembourg in August. Printed as a 12 page 
pamphlet, it is priced at 8 conte cach, $7 per hundred. 


Peggy Pond Church, author of the poem in this issue, is 
bringing out a book of verse with the one we quote as the title 
piece. Her address is Ranchos de Taos, N. M. 

* * * 


The WIL has available the posters and accompanying article 
of THEY NEED YOU, the organization geared to meet the 
interest of school children in foreign relief. This group is 
directed by Rebecca Wolter, with offices at 21 South 12th St., 
Philadelphia. The posters are strikingly printed in red, black 
and white, are suitable for day or Sunday schools, and are largely 
the production of children themselves. Five cents each at WIL 
Literature Office, 1924 Chestnut St. Philadelphia ‘3 


FORERUNNERS, the High School work of the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, 2929 Broadway, New York 25, N.Y., offers a 
leader’s packet at 50 cents which includes a bibliography listing 
materials of other organizations on various subjects; THE 
FORERUNNER, miniature monthly newspaper, and four 
Action Leaflets regularly at 10 cents each, which include such 
titles as “Nosing out Prejudice”, and “Calling all Congressmen”. 


FOOD PACKING PROJECTS—(Cont’d from page 3) 


over eleven pounds. The saddest words of tongue or 
pen are not what you think; they’re “Overweight!” said 
by the postal clerk. If WIL didn’t know already how 
badly we need world government the maddening details 
of labels for the various countries would prove it. One 
expert among us says the labels for one package to 
France take twelve minutes to complete. If you like 
statistics our jaded wrappers will tell you that roughly 
a quarter of mile of string has been used to date. 

Where is the money coming from? From seventeen 
states: New Jersey, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, 
North Carolina, Missouri, Michigan, Nebraska, Wash- 
ington, D.'C., California, New York, Minnesota, Ver- 
mont, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Illinois and Virginia, 
besides Alaska, Mexico, and Chile. ; 

The packages are arriving overseas, and whenever 
the workers get tired or wonder if all this is worth 
doing they read some of the letters of thanks which 
have come from Europe—and go right on packing. 

* 


In addition to all the above there have been food 
displays in grocery stores, showing comparative diets. 
and a bin for collections, in New Jersey, District of 
Columbia, Pennsylvania. In New Jersey, sixteen pack- 
ages have been sent from these contributions. And 
through Grace Rhoads, cooperating with Gertrude Baer, 


parcels are going to WIL members abroad from our ° 


members in ten states. Some of these are included in 
the group projects, some are sent by individuals. 
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